Saint Francis University
Education Department
[image: ]







Unit Plan


	
Standards-Aligned Unit Planning Process-Domain I 

	
1. Unit Overview: Imperialism and Progressivism Unit (Chapter 14- Becoming a World Power, Chapter 15-The Progressive Movement- Chapter 16- World War I and Its Aftermath)
	
Content Area: Social Studies/History
Grade Level: 9th

	
1a. Brief description of the unit of study: This unit focuses on how the United States became a world power and how it changed at home between 1890 and 1920. Students will learn about imperialism, the Progressive Movement, and World War I. They will explore why the U.S. expanded overseas, how reformers tried to fix problems in society, and why the U.S. entered WWI. Students will also learn about the effects of the war and changes in government power.
	


	
1b. Grade level standard(s) to be addressed in this unit of study: PA Core Standard 8.3.9.A – Analyze continuity and change in U.S. history
	


	
2. Learning Targets - Domain I/III

	
2a. Concepts and Competencies for all students
Students will KNOW:
· Causes of imperialism and WWI 
· Key events like the Spanish-American War and Progressive reforms 
· Important people (Roosevelt, Wilson, reformers, etc.) 
· Government changes during Progressivism 
Students will be able to:
· Explain why the U.S. became a world power 
· Compare different viewpoints on imperialism 
· Identify causes and effects of WWI 
· Analyze primary sources (letters, propaganda, etc.) 
· Explain how government changed during this time

	
2a.Concepts and competencies for all students
Describe what all students are expected to know (concepts) and be able to do (competencies) at the completion of the unit of study.
Resources:
· U.S. History II Textbook (Chapters 14–16) – Used for reading, guided notes, and answering unit questions.
· Teacher-created worksheet packet – Includes vocabulary, guided questions, and review activities
· Smartboard/Projector – Used to display notes, maps, political cartoons, and videos
· PowerPoint/Google Slides – Used to organize and present key information clearly
· Primary source documents – Letters, political cartoons, propaganda posters, and historical images
· WWI artifacts and uniforms – Hands-on materials to help students connect to historical content
· Graphic organizers – Timelines, cause-and-effect charts, and vocabulary organizers
· Videos and online resources – Short clips to support understanding of complex topics
· Kahoot or Quizizz – Used for review and engagement
· Maps and timelines – Help students visualize events and locations



	
2b. Key vocabulary for all students
All Students:
1. Imperialism 
2. Progressivism 
3. Suffrage 
4. Jingoism 
5. Treaty of Versailles 
6. League of Nations 
7. Propaganda 
8. Muckraker

	
2b. Prioritized key vocabulary and ideas for all exceptional learners
Identify and describe/define prioritized vocabulary and ideas for students with instructional needs. This vocabulary should include a subset of the key vocabulary that all students will learn in this unit as well as foundational and high frequency core vocabulary that students will need to understand in order to comprehend prioritized concepts.

	
3. Instructional Process - Domain III

	



Instructional Components
1. Hook (Before Learning)
· Show political cartoons or war propaganda 
· Ask: “Should the U.S. get involved in other countries?” 
2. Direct Instruction (I Do)
· Teacher explains imperialism, Progressives, WWI 
· Use guided notes 
3. Guided Practice (We Do)
· Analyze documents together 
· Class discussions 
· Fill in graphic organizers 
4. Independent Practice (You Do)
· Answer unit questions (like your worksheet) 
· Write short responses 
· Complete vocabulary 
5. Centers (YOUR STYLE 🔥)
· Station 1: WWI artifacts/uniforms 
· Station 2: Political cartoons analysis 
· Station 3: Current events (compare to today) 
6. Review
· Kahoot or quiz games 
· Timeline activity 
	
Universal Design for Learning Principles:
Multiple Means of Representation, Expression and Engagement
Differentiation
Multiple Means of Representation:
· Slides, videos, maps, timelines 
· Teacher explanations and visuals 
· Graphic organizers 
Multiple Means of Expression:
· Writing responses 
· Group discussions 
· Projects and presentations 
· Stations/centers 
Multiple Means of Engagement:
· Hands-on stations (like your WWI artifacts 👍) 
· Current events connections 
· Choice-based activities

	







Barriers to Access
· Reading difficulty with textbook 
· Lack of background knowledge 
· Low engagement 
· Difficulty understanding vocabulary 

	















Accommodations and Modifications
  Simplified notes 
  Chunked reading 
  Extra time 
  Visual supports 
  Small group instruction 
  Read aloud options

	
	
Instructional
Practices
  Modeling (teacher shows how to analyze) 
  Think-aloud strategy 
  Corrective feedback during practice 
  Small group reteaching 
  Review of previous lessons daily
	
Materials, Resources and Tools
· Textbook (Ch. 14–16) 
· Your worksheet packet 
· Smartboard 
· WWI artifacts/uniforms 
· Videos and maps

	
Assessment 
Formative:
· Class discussions 
· Worksheet responses 
Summative:
· Unit test 
· Project (presentation or essay) 
Student Response Methods:
· Writing 
· Speaking 
· Group work

	
	

	

	
	
	

	
	



	
4. Individualized Student Planning

	
Student
	
Standards-Aligned IEP Goals
Aligned to prioritized learning targets
	
Student-Specific IEP Goals
	
Individualized Student Supports

	
Student A
Standards-Aligned IEP Goals:
· Improve reading comprehension 
Student-Specific Goals:
· Understanding key vocabulary 
· Answer basic questions 
Supports:
· Guided notes 
· Vocabulary charts 
· Teacher check-ins 

Student B
Goals:
· Writing support 
Supports:
· Sentence starters 
· Graphic organizers 
· Extended time 

Student C
Goals:
· Focus and behavior 
Supports:
· Preferential seating 
· Breaks 
· Clear instructions

	
 The student will identify main ideas and key details from grade-level historical texts with 80% accuracy. 
The student will use context clues to understand key vocabulary related to U.S. history.
	 The student will improve reading comprehension of informational texts. 
The student will increase understanding of academic vocabulary.
	Guided notes with key ideas a ready outlined 
Vocabulary charts with definitions and visuals 
Text read aloud when needed 
Small group instruction for difficult readings 
 Teacher check-ins during assignments
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